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We Praise God for Sustaining Life in and through His Word

The nation resounds with thanksgiving for the earth’s bountiful harvest,
crops of wheat and grains, all beneath the canopy of God’s almighty care.
But “man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that
comes from the mouth of the LORD” (Deut. 8:3). The Church is the vessel
through which the Word of God penetrates the world with its Law and
Gospel. It is this divine Word that proclaims Jesus as the sole source of
life, health and wholeness. It is Jesus who heals lepers with His Word: “Go
and show yourselves to the priests” (Luke 17:11-19). Of the 10 cleansed,
only one expresses thanksgiving back to Jesus. But true gratitude
proceeds from a heart sustained by faith. Jesus bids this one Samaritan to
“rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” So also, we are sent
from the Divine Service, bolstered in our faith by baptismal and Eucharist
blessing to be thankful in our circumstances of plenty and hunger,
abundance and need (Phil. 4:6-20).

801 How Great Thou Art sts. 1,2

Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Prayer
P} Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You
graciously provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us
Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness, give
thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our



2

days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
801 How Great Thou Art sts. 3-4
Reading Psalm 100

(P] Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
Serve the LorD with gladness! Come into his presence with
singing!

] Know that the LORD, he is God!

It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and
the sheep of his pasture.

(P} Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!

Give thanks to him; bless his name!

(P} For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,

and his faithfulness to all generations.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
785 We Praise You, O God

Reading Philippians 4:10-13
19 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had

no opportunity. ""Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have
learned in whatever situation | am to be content. ™| know how to be
brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens
me.

Meditation
895 Now Thank We All Our God
Reading Philippians 4:14-20

4Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. >And you Philippians
yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left
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Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and
receiving, except you only. "®Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for
my needs once and again. ""Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the fruit
that increases to your credit. '8 have received full payment, and more. |
am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent,
a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. "?And
my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory
in Christ Jesus. 2°To our God and Father be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Meditation
817 Earth and All Stars sts. 1-4
Reading Colossians 3:15-17

>And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in one body. And be thankful. '®Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. 7And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

Meditation
817 Earth and All Stars sts. 57
Reading Matthew 6:25-34

%"Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put
on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look
at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? ’And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour
to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, #®yet |
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O
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you of little faith? 3'Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 3For the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

34"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be

anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Meditation

789 Praise and Thanksgiving

Offering

Prayer of the Church

Prayer

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion

Confession of Sins LSB 254

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought,
word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most
grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to have mercy on
me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness,
and remission of all your sins. Amen.

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of
heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned
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in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by
my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins.

Amen.

618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table sts. 1, 2

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, | thank
and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with my
mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and eternally
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enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, and life
eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Stand

The Communion Dismissal
(P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I- in
peace.
Amen.

618 | Come, O Savior, to Thy Table sts. 3-5

Prayer
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

887 Now the Light Has Gone Away sts. 1-5
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Advent

Season

Sunday December 3
9:30 am Worship Service

Wednesday, December 6
9:30 am Advent Serv.
10:30 am Breakfast

Sunday December 10
9:30 am Worship Service

Wednesday, December 13
6:00 pm Pot-luck Dinner
7:00 pm Advent Service

Sunday December 17
9:30 am Worship Service

Wednesday, December 20
9:30 am Advent Serv.
10:30 am Breakfast

Sunday December 24
9:30 am Worship Service
6:00 pm Candlelight Service



